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Welcome to Ahmedabad International Literature Festival

An initiative of Ikon Education Foundation, Ahmedabad International Literature Festival started with a bang in the year 2016. With the persistent efforts of its visionary and passionate founder director Mr. Umashanker Yadav, words of wisdom from the advisors and the hard work put in by the talented team, the festival has grown in strides in every aspect since its inception. The 8th edition concluded successfully in November 2023.

Ahmedabad International Literature Festival  seeks to promote the passion for all facets of literature, particularly among children & young adults, with a focus on open discourse, the art of storytelling, engaging panel discussions on wide range of topics and celebrating the written as well as spoken word. 

With the message driven different stimulating themes in every edition and content rich programming, the festival has hosted around 500 speakers in approximately 200 sessions till date in an offline and online modes. Some of the noted speakers are Hon. Governor of Gujarat Acharya Dev Vrat, Ashwin Sanghi, Anuja Chandramauli, Piyush Mishra, Madhur Bhandarkar, Ashok Chakradhar, Annu Kapoor, Vivek Oberoi, Tushar Kapoor, Dr. SK Nanda, IAS (Retd.), Raghuveer Chaudhary, Anil Chavda, Harsh Brahmbhatt, Ajay Umat, Kartikeya Sarabhai, Dr. Justice (Retd.) KJ Thaker, Rajendra Gupta, Yashpal Sharma, Akhilendra Mishra and Dr. Sagar.

 AILF also aims to promote literary tourism by introducing the participants to the rich language and culture of Gujarat.
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										Abhignya Sajja

										
																				
										Academic , Writer and PhD Scholar
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										Abu Bakarr Semithy Turay

										
																				
										Poet, Author and Researcher from Sierra leonean
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										Adya Singh

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
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										Akhilendra Mishra

										
																				
										Films,Theatre and Television Actor, Poet
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										Anil Chavda

										
																				
										Author & Poet
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										Anoushka Chakraborty

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
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										Bandana Panchal

										
																				
										Educationist and Poet
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										Charvi Thakkar

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
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										Chiranjiv Patel

										
																				
										Entrepreneur, Mentor, Change Maker
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										Deepak Mahida

										
																				
										Researcher, Poet
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										Disha Yagnik Nagar

										
																				
										Poet and Writer
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										Dr Starry John

										
																				
										A Dentist, Lifestyle Blogger, Public Speaker, Youtuber & Videographer
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										Dr. Heera Lal, IAS

										
																				
										Special Secretary-Irrigation & Water Resources Dept.( Govt. of UP), Lucknow, Author
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										Dr. Justice K.J. Thaker

										
																				
										Hon.Chairperson- Gujarat State Human Rights Commission,              Chief Guest- AILF2023
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										Dr. Madhav Astik

										
																				
										Poet, Educationist
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										Dr. Manjula Pooja Shroff

										
																				
										Edupreneur ( MD and CEO Calorex Group) Author
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										Dr. Pallavi Narayan

										
																				
										Educationist, Author and Poet
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										Dr. Panna Trivedi

										
																				
										Poet, Editor, Orator, Translator
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										Dr. Payal Mehta

										
																				
										Academician, Writer and Translator 
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Dr. Pranava Bharti

										
																				
										Poet and Author
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										Dr. Rana Bavaliya

										
																				
										Poet, Writer, Educationist and Critic
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										Dr. S. K. Nanda, IAS ( Retd.)

										
																				
										 Administrator, Writer, Thinker and Humanist
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										Dr. Sagar

										
																				
										Lyricist
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										Dr. Sonali Pattnaik

										
																				
										feminist poet, academic, educator, editor and visual artist.
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Dr. Vimmi Sadarangani

										
																				
										Sindhi Poet, Author, Translator, Scholar and Educationist
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										Dr.Ishmeet Kaur Chaudhry

										
																				
										Educator, Writer, Author, Poet
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Gaurang Raval

										
																				
										Theatre artist, Writer, Social Worker 
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										Gautam Jani

										
																				
										Poet and Educator
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										Harsh Brahmbhatt

										
																				
										Poet
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										Irfan Alvi

										
																				
										Shayar
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										Iti Shukla

										
																				
										Clinical Psychologist
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										Jayshree Balasaria

										
																				
										Educationist
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Jyoti Yadav

										
																				
										Journalist
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										Kainaz Jussawala

										
																				
										Author, Blogger, Social Media Influencer
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										Kanishka Ajwani

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Kasturika Mishra

										
																				
										Multilingual Poet
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Ketan Trivedi

										
																				
										Digital Editor- Chitralekha
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										Kirti Thakar

										
																				
										 Expert - Tourism sector
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										Krushna Dave

										
																				
										Poet
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										Kumud Verma

										
																				
										Educationist, Author and Poet 
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										Kunal Gadhavi

										
																				
										Writer, Columnist, Section Officer -Govt.of Gujarat
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										Kusum Kaul Vyas

										
																				
										Chairperson - Indo American Chamber of Commerce
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										Larissa Serrao

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast / Travel Blogger
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										Maanvendrasinh Gohil

										
																				
										Founder- Lakshya Trust
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										Maitridevi Sisodia

										
																				
										SDM and Deputy Collector Bodeli, Author
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Mallika Mukherjee

										
																				
										Rtd.Sr.Audit Officer and Multilingual Author
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										Mayank Shekhar

										
																				
										Journalist, Author and Film Critic
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										Meghana Gandhi

										
																				
										Inner Power Expert, Author, Life Coach
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										Nikita Shah

										
																				
										Author
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										Nirali Dagli

										
																				
										Educationist and Thought Leader
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										Nivedita Nayak

										
																				
										Arts and Culture Enthusiast
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										Nruti Shah

										
																				
										Author,lyricist,composer,poet,
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										Okwaput Israel Victor

										
																				
										Poet, Writer and Orator from Uganda
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										Omkar Pethkar

										
																				
										 Filmmaker, writer and Theatre Practitioner
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										Payal Dholakia Antani 

										
																				
										Poet, Translator and Singer
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										Prakhar 

										
																				
										Copy Writer, Features Reporter and Founder- Hunar Manch
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										Pravit Shetty

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
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										Preet Panchal

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
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										Preeti Agyaat

										
																				
										Author and Editor
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										Preeti Das

										
																				
										Stand up comedian. Story teller. Performer. Academician. 
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										Preeti Gill

										
																				
										Literary Agent, Editor and Writer
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										Priya Narayanan

										
																				
										Interior Architect and Children Author
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										Prof.  ( Dr.) Shirish Kashikar

										
																				
										Director-National Institute of Mass Communication and Journalism,Ahmedabad
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										Prof. Sunil Maheshwari

										
																				
										IIM Ahmedabad
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										Professor Dr. Sudhir V.  Shah

										
																				
										Consultant Neurologist, Author
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										Rajendra Gupta

										
																				
										Films and Television Actor, Theatre Actor and Director
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										Rajyogi Brahma Kumar  Nikunj Ji

										
																				
										Spiritual Mentor and Educator, Popular Columnist 
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										Raksha Bharadia

										
																				
										Author
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										Ramesh Thakkar

										
																				
										Poet, Writer and Columnist, President Gandhinagar Sahitya Sabha
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										Ranjana Tripathi

										
																				
										Life Coach and Author
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										Ranjana Yadav

										
																				
										Radio Presenter, Writer, Theater Artist
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Ravi Yadav

										
																				
										Actor, Poet and Short Films Producer
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										Rewan Abdelnaser Attia

										
																				
										ICCR Scholar from Egypt, Kathak Student, MSU Baroda
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										Rinku Rathod

										
																				
										Poet, Deputy Section Officer (Govt. of Gujarat)
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										Riya Maniyar

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
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										Ronak Rana

										
																				
										Heritage and Culture Enthusiast
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										Sammy Jace Kamar

										
																				
										Poet, Writer and Editor from Nigeria
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										Sandipsinh Chavda

										
																				
										Poet, Section Officer Government of Gujarat
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										Sanjay Thorat Swajan

										
																				
										Author, Columnist, Marathon Runner
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										Sapna Jain

										
																				
										Poet, Writer
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										Shirish Khare

										
																				
										Journalist and Author
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										Shraddha Ramani

										
																				
										Educationist, Author and Poet
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Shreya Venkatesh

										
																				
										Enthusiast
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										Shruti Munot

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
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										Smita Dhru

										
																				
										Author
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										Sujata Parashar

										
																				
										Author and Poet
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										Surbhi Thanki

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
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										Tahenaz Parvin Biva

										
																				
										PhD Research Scholar
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										Tanya Majmudar

										
																				
										Author and Co-Founder - Kalpvriksh
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										Tarun Nagar

										
																				
										Singer
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										Tejal Vasavada

										
																				
										Director-American Corner Ahmedabad
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										Tushar Sadhu

										
																				
										Actor
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										Uma Oza

										
																				
										Educationist, Transformational Coach
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										Umashanker Yadav

										
																				
										Entrepreneur and Founder -AILF
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										Veio Pou

										
																				
										Author and Academician
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										Vipul Sharma

										
																				
										Film Writer, Director and Author
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										Viraj Patel

										
																				
										Author, Editor, Reporter, Actor
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										Winner Madu

										
																				
										Poet and Writer from Eastern Nigeria
																				
									

									
									
								

							

														
								
									[image: image description]
								
								
									
										Yashpal Sharma

										
																				
										Indian Film Actor
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										Zaina Rafique

										
																				
										Literary Enthusiast
																				
									

									
									
								

							

																				

					

				

			
			
            
            
            


    
        
            
                
                    
                        
                            
                                Don't forget to attend
                                2019 Event schedule

                            

                            
                            Downloadfull schedule
                        

                    

                    
                        	
                                Day 01Nov 16, 2019
                            
	
                                Day 02Nov 17, 2019
                            


                        

                            
                            
                                
                                    Venue: Knowledge Consortium of Gujarat, Near Gujarat University, Ahmedabad

                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                                                                
                                            
												
												
                                                    
                                                        09:45 AM - 09:55 AM
                                                        
                                                            Saraswati Vandana :‘Saraswati Vandana’ by Roshni Trivedi

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                

												
                                                    
                                                        09:55 AM - 10:25 AM
                                                        
                                                            Cultural Program : By Gujarat Sangeet Natak Academy Group ‘Panghat’ 

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                

												
                                                    
                                                        10:25 AM - 10:50 AM
                                                        
                                                            Key Note Speech by Shri Neelesh Misra

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                

												
												
												
												
                                                
                                                    
                                                        11:00 AM - 12:00 NOON
                                                        
                                                            Inaugural Ceremony :

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                

                                                
                                                                                                       Chief Guest : Hon. Governorshri Of Gujarat 

                                                    Guests of Honour : Smt. Anju Sharma, Dr. SK Nanda, Shri Neelesh Misra and Shri Raghuveer Chaudhari

                                                

                                            

                                            
                                                
                                                    
                                                        12:00 NOON - 9 PM
                                                        
                                                            Panel Discussion: Main Auditorium:

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                

                                                
                                                    12 Noon to 1 PM Session 1 : यादें और कहानियां :

                                                    Vasanthi Hariprakash in conversation with  Neelesh Misra about memories, storytelling, lyrics, screenwriting  journalism and more

                                                    
                                                    1 – 1.30 PM : ‘Le Bourgeois Gentillhomme’  

                                                    play written by the famous French writer Molière  performed  by Alliance Francaise  d’Ahmedabad

                                                    
													
													
                                                    
                                                    1.45 to 2.00 PM: Societal Moksha :

                                                    Insightful and thought provoking views on ‘Moksha’ by Atul Khanna introduced by Fariburz Irani

                                                    
                                                    2 to 3 PM : Session 2: Happiness - Temporal Vs. Eternal:

                                                    Finding it through  spirituality and literature   (Swami Nikhileshwarananda, Jaya  Row, Dr. Hansal Bhachech Moderated by Anju Sharma)

                                                    
                                                    3 to 4 PM Session 3: Cultural Diplomacy In the Digital Era: 

                                                    Soft Power (Sarah Ziebell, Alison Reilly, Gaël de Kerguenec, Frédérick Lavoie moderated by Asad Lalljee )

                                                    
                                                    4 to 5 PM Session 4: Queens of Crime:

                                                    Discussion on the Book and the status of women ( Mallika Sarabhai, Sushant Singh moderated by Sumant Batra )

                                                    
                                                    5 to 6 PM Session 5:  Coexistence :

                                                    This Earth is not limited to human beings only (Frédérick Lavoie , Jagat Kinkhabhwala, Kartikeya Sarabhai, Megha Bhatt, Moderated by Ashwani Kumar )

                                                    
                                                    6 to 7 PM Session 6: Myth + History = Mystery :

                                                    An evening with Ashwin Sanghi... ( Chirag Thakkar and Nivid Desai  in Conversation with Ashwin Sanghi )

                                                    
                                                    7.30 to 9 PM  : सुहानी शाम, रूहानी सिस्टर्स के साथ :

                                                    ( A Musical Evening with  Roohani Sisters ) :  ( A Singing performance of Sufi Gazals , Qawwalis  and  more hosted by Fouqia Wajid )  Venue : KCG

                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                        
                                                        
                                                    

                                                    
                                                    
                                                

                                                
                                            

                                            	
                                        

                                    

                                    
                                

                            

                            

                            
                            
                                
                                    Venue: Knowledge Consortium of Gujarat, Near Gujarat University, Ahmedabad

                                    
                                

                                
                                    
                                        
                                            
                                                                                                
                                                    9.00 to  9.45 AM Session 7: Book Discussion :

                                                    A conversation with the authors of the Book ‘Altitudinis’ ( Tulika Saha, Kusum Chopra and Co-authors moderated by Dr. Starry John) 

                                                    
                                                    9.45 to 10.30 AM Session 8:

                                                    ગુજરાતી મિલેનિયલ્સ ( Gujarati Millennials ): Prevailing Cultural and Social Trends  ( Minu Jasdanwala, Bhushan Mehta, Jay Makwana, Aishwarya Jain  moderated by Dr. Samir Savaliya )

                                                    
                                                    10.30 to 11.30 AM Session 9 : प्रकृति के रहस्य   :

                                                    Decoding culture through nature (  Padmaja Rathore Dr. SK Nanda , Dr. Deepak Acharya moderated by Umashanker Yadav ) 

                                                    
                                                    11.30 to 12.30 Noon Session 10: भाषा के बदलते स्वरूप :

                                                    Continuous evolution of the language with time ( KK Yadav, Sandeep Nath moderated by Fouqia Wajid )

                                                    
                                                    12.30 to 1.30 PM Session11:  ‘Cinemaazi’ : Curtain Raiser

                                                    Followed by Panel Discussion - Chronicling and Archiving Indian Cinema - The New (Cinemaazi) Approach  (Sumant Batra, Shantanu Ray Chaudhuri , Yasir Abbasi moderated by Stutee Ghosh)

                                                    
                                                    1.30 to 2 PM : ‘Avaran’ A Social Play based on  Kannada Novel  of  Dr. Bhairappa , adapted and directed by Omkar Pethkar and Group 

                                                    
                                                    2 to 3 PM Session 12:  Consulate General Of Ireland, Mumbai presents ‘Once Upon a Time’:

                                                    The Charm of Children’s Literature: ( Dr. Diti Vyas in conversation with Dr. Mamta Pandya and  Dr. Siobhan Parkinson )

                                                    
                                                    3 PM to 3.45 PM Session 13: How the story is told matters: 

                                                    The role of creators in the  era of  information and social Media  ( Dinesh Gautam, Kingshuk Nag , Vasanthi Hariprakash moderated by  Mihir Gajrawala )

                                                    
                                                    3.45 PM to 4.45 PM Session 14: City in Transition: 

                                                    Seeing through the lens of Ahmedabad ( Vijay Nehra , Esther David, Purnima Bhatt, Saroop Dhruv Moderated by Arthur Duff )

                                                    
                                                    4.45 PM to 5.30 PM Session 15 હેલ્લારો (Hellaro):  

                                                    A conversation with the team on making of the benchmark Gujarati Film ( Abhishek Shah, Ayush Patel, Mit Jani, Prateek Gupta )

                                                    
                                                    5.30 PM to 6 PM Session 16: Gandhiji and the Globe ( ગાંધીજી અને વિશ્વ ) : 

                                                    Pinki Vyas in Conversation with Vasant Gadhavi about the relevance of Gandhiji on his 150th year, in the changing global scenario.

                                                    
                                                    6 PM to 7 PM Session 17:

                                                    Sada Sarvada Kavita Presents ‘મારી સર્જન યાત્રા’ ( My Creative Journey ) Kirit Dudhat in conversation with Vinesh Antani

                                                    
                                                    7 PM to 8.30 PM Session 18 :Sada Sarvada Kavita Presents કાવ્યાભિષેક ( Saluting Gujarati  Poetry)

                                                
                                                    ( Rajendra Shukla, Hardwar Goswami, Manish Pathak, Viral Desai, Bhavin Gopani, Bhavesh Bhatt, Tejas Dave, Madhusudan Patel, Jugal Darji conducted by Harsh Brahmbhatt ) 

                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                    8.30 PM : Closing Ceremony :

                                                    Vote Of Thanks 

                                                    
                                                    
                                                    
                                                

                                            

                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                            
                            
                            
                            
                                
                                    Day 03 full schedule

                                    June 28, 2017 @ 09 - 11 am
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                                                        09:00 am - 09:30 am
                                                        
                                                            Gathering & welcome speech

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                        
                                                    

                                                

                                                
                                                    Consectetur adipisicing elit sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt labore dolore magna aliqua enim ad minim veniam quis nostrud exion ullaoaris nisi ut aliquipa ex ea commodo consequat aute irure dolor.
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                                                            Robin meany

                                                            Senior manager
                                                        

                                                        	
	
	
	
	


                                                    

                                                

                                            
	
                                        

                                    

                                

                            

                            
                                
                                    Day 04 full schedule

                                    June 29, 2017 @ 09 - 11 am
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                                                        09:00 am - 09:30 am
                                                        
                                                            Gathering & welcome speech

                                                        

                                                    

                                                    
                                                        
                                                    

                                                

                                                
                                                    Consectetur adipisicing elit sed do eiusmod tempor incididunt labore dolore magna aliqua enim ad minim veniam quis nostrud exion ullaoaris nisi ut aliquipa ex ea commodo consequat aute irure dolor.
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                                                            Robin meany

                                                            Senior manager
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											Past Event / Conference Schedule 2019

										

										
											16th & 17th November, 2019 @ Ahmedabad.

										

									

									
									
										16th November 2019
										17th November 2019
										Download Broucher
									

								

							
 
							
								
									
										
											
											Past Event / Conference Schedule 2018

										

										
											24th & 25th November, 2018 @ KCG(Knowledge Consortium Of Gujarat), Opposite PRL, Near Gujarat University, Ahmedabad.

										

									

									
									
										24th November 2018
										25th November 2018
										Download Broucher
									

								

							

							
						

					

				

			
			
            
            
			
						
            
			
			
			
				
					
						
							
								
									
									Testimonials
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										Usha Narayanan

										Best Selling Author 
										
									

									
									
									The first ever Ahmedabad International Literature Festival was a remarkable success! Congratulations to you and your excellent team. It is rare that the organisers get everything right the first time they do something, especially on such a massive scale. But you have accomplished this beautifully. I realize how many sleepless nights you and your team have put in to make this possible.

AILF 2016 is a benchmark for other litfests. Kudos and hope to see you all again soon!
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										Anuja Chandramouli

										Best Selling Author
										
									

									
									
									Allow me to congratulate you on the spectacular success of the inaugural edition of AILF. It was an honor and pleasure to be a part of it. The event was well organized and everybody was so warm and friendly. I had a delightful time and am still thinking fondly of that yummy Gujarati thali meal :) This is only the beginning and I know you will go from strength to strength to become one of the best Literary festivals in the world. All the very best!
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										Chintan Sheth

										R.R. Sheth Publishers
										
									

									
									
									અમદાવાદમાં સાહિત્ય અને સંસ્કૃતિના સંવર્ધન માટે આપે યોજેલો આ પ્રથમ કાર્યક્રમ સફળ રહ્યો તે બદલ આપ અને આપની ટીમને હૃદયપૂર્વકના અભિનંદન પાઠવું છું. આપે મને યાદ કરને ખાસ બોલાવ્યો એ માટે આપનો આભારી છું. મારા લાયક ભવિષ્યમાં કોઈ પણ કામ હોય તો યાદ કરશો.
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										Dipayan Chaterjee

										Marketing Head:Uber
										
									

									
									
									It was our pleasure to be associated with such an erudite event. We try to get involved with events in the city that are unique and are of social importance, so we are grateful that we got an opportunity to be a part of the Ahmedabad International Literature Festival. Very happy to hear that the event was a success. It is a pity that I could not attend. Maybe next year I can be there to see it as it unfolds!
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										Madhuri Sharma

										Mrs. Earth International and Nutritionist
										
									

									
									
									It was a truly enriching experience, I congratulate you and your team for your outstanding efforts which paid off so brilliantly in the total success of the first AILF. I wish you all the success in your future literature festivals. The discussions were thought provoking, efforts taken were painstaking and you and your team were extremely warm and meticulous in detail.
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										Viveck Vaswani

										Actor, Producer, Writer and Teacher
										
									

									
									
									I congratulate you and your team for a wonderful day spent with you all in Ahmadabad at the AILF2018.The way it was arranged, the choice of speakers, the books and subjects that were discussed were of an extremely high standard and I look forward to joining you next year, Literature and Culture must be an integral part of our lives, bringing books to people is a great way to serve our country!										
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										Anju Sharma, IAS

										Author, Corporate Monk
										
									

									
									
									It is very encouraging to see that the city of Ahmadabad is hosting International Literature Festival which has potential to be one of the best in future. I, being part of the AILF 2018, thoroughly enjoyed it. I congratulate the organizers on the splendid show and wish them all the best for the future editions.										
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										Abhay Mangaldas

										Heritage Entrepreneur and President INTACH
										
									

									
									
									I participated as a panelist on AILF 2018 and I compliment Umashankarji and his team for working tirelessly to organise this event. Such conversations are necessary to create a vibrant community and to dissipate ideas. The audience, though niche, will grow over the years as the festival gains traction.										
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										Harsh Brahmbhatt

										Renowned Poet and Retired Bureacrat
										
									

									
									
									I find Ahmedabad International Literature Festival very refreshing. The organisers always try to explore new subjects and speakers.I have seen the organising team from very close quarters; with the zeal and mission they are working, lierature , art and culture are bound to get their due places in the region. I congratulate them for the success of AILF2018 and wish them all the best for future endeavors.										
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											Latest News & articles from AILF

										

                                            										
                                        
                                            
                                                AILF  - Latest Updates                                            

                                            
                                                
Ahmedabad International Literature Festival is participating in the Festival of Festivals, New Delhi World Book Fair 2024, organised by NBT, India ( Ministry of Education, Government of India ). at Pragati Maidan New Delhi. 

We have six sessions, three each on 11th February, Sunday and 12th February,  Monday.

The particpating speakers are  Sqn. Ldr. (DR.) Toolika Rani,  Gaurav Gala,  Umashanker Yadav, Sushruti Verma,  DR. Rashmi Bajaj, Nirdesh Nidhi, Arun Kumar Paswan , Alok Yadav, Yaseen Anwer,  Dr. Upendra Nath Raina,  Dr. Kumud Sharma , Kumud Verma , Deo Prakash Chaudhary,  Avijit Ghosh , Utpal Borpujari, Reema Gautam, Rrashima Verma, Sushma Kasbekar, Suhail Mathur, Abhay K. , Mukul Kumar and Vineet Malhotra.
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